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1 . This international prcliminaiy examination report has been prepared by flas Intesnaiional Preliminary Examining AuAority and 
is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 

2. This REPORT consists ofa total of 3 sheets, inchiding this cover sheet 

r~| This report is aUo accon^anicd by ANNEXES, U., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been 
— amended and arc the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority (see Rule 
70.16 and Section 607 of die Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 



These annexes cooaist of a total of sheci(a). 



3. This report contains indications relating to Ae following items: 

I 
U 

m 

IV 
V 



X| Basis of the report . 
Q Priority. 

j j Non«cstablisbmcnt of opinion with regard to novelty, invcndve step and inaustrial applieability 
Q Lack of unity of invention 

(3c] Reasoned sutement under Article 35(2) with regard to novels, inventive step or industrial ^plicability; 
citations and explanations si^portiog such statement 



VI Q Certain documents cited 
vn Ceitain defects in the international application 

vm Certain observations on the international application 
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INTERNATIONAL PREUMINARY J||tMD^ REPORT 



•MINATION REPORT Intemational^jgicai 
PCT/N2Q(S&0 



International jiiLicadon No. 

1152 



Basis of the report 



1 . With regard to the dements of die international application:* 

i \ the description pages , as originally filed, 

pages , filed with the demand, 

pages , received on with die letter of 

\ I the claims, pages , as originally filed, 

pages » as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19, - 

pages , filed with the demand, 

pages f received on with the letter of 

I \ the drawings, pages > as originally filed, 

pages , filed «dth the demand, 

ya^^ y xtjulm^d^d w;tb the ktur 6f 

die sequence listing pan of the description: 

pages f as originally filed 
pages y filed widi the demand 
pages , received on with the letier of 

2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in 
which die intemadonal application was filed, unless odierwise indicated under diis item. 

These elements were available or fdniished to this Audiority in die following language which is: 

I j the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23. 1(b)). 

I" I the language of publication of the iniemiattonal application (under Rule 4S.3(b)). 

I 1 the language of die translation fiunished for die purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 
and/or 55.3), 

3. Widi regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the intemadonal application, die international 

preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 
I I conuined in (he intematiooal application in written fona 
I I filed together with the international application in con^uter readable form. 
[ I fumishedsubsequentlytodiis Authority in written fonn. 
1^ ^ funiishedsubsequendy to this Authority in coinputer readable forxa 

j I The statement that the subsequendy furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
intecnadotial plication as filed has been furnished. . , 

The statement diat die information recorded in computer readable form is identical to die written sequence listing has 
been furnished 

4. ^] Tbe amendments have resulted in die cancellation of 

[~| the description, pages 

I ] die claims, Nos. 

I I (he drawings, sheets/fig. 

5. rn This report has been established as if (some oQ die amendments bad not been made, since they have been considered to 

go beyond die disclosure as filed, as indicated in die Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 



R^plaem&it shuts w/iic/j have bednfutilsfi^d to ih^ i^iving Ojji^ rt^^iwruic lo an mfniaiion under AHleU N are referred to In ihts 
report as "originally filed' and are net annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 7d }6 and 70, 1 7). 

Any replacemeni sheet conlaining such cmenAm€nis must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report 
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V. Reasoned statement ander Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; citations 
and explanations supporting such statement 



1 . Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Claims 


3,4,6-12,16,17 


YES 




Oaims 


1,2,5,13-15 


NO 


Inventive st^ (IS) 


Claims 


3,4,6-12,16,17 


YES 




Claims 


1,2,5,13-lS 


NO 


Industnai applwability OiA) 


Claims 


1-17 


YES 




Claims 




NO 



2. Gtations and csEplanations (Rule 70.7) 

The following documents identified in the International Search Report have been considered for the purposes of 
this report: 

Dl-WO 2000/053265 
D2.EP 1118346 
D3-EP 1258266 
D4-EP 1121953. 

The claimed invention relates to a sealing interface or respiratoiy mask for use with the deliv^ of respiratory 
gases and is intended to provide improved comfort while fnaintatning a good £iice to mask seal and in particular 
it is intended to reduce dehydration of the oral cavity. 

The solution according to claim 1 conq)riscs an inner sealing member and outer sealing member which are 
adapted to seal around the fiicial contours of a user therd>y providing a sealed fluid communication to the 
respiratory tract of said user, and said inner and outer sealizi^ membm are at least continuously in contact with 
each other around the fecial contour contacting portions respectively. 

Documents Dl -D3 each disclose respiratoiy masks having an inner and outer sealing member. In particular: Dl 
has inner (1 1) and outer (10) sealing members which are in continuous contact see figures 1 and 2; D2 has inner 
(2) and outer (3) sealing member in continuous contact see figures 1 and 2; and, D3 has a plurality of sealing 
membranes wWch are in continuous contact see figures 6-9. Therefore the subject matter of claim 1 is not new 
and &ils to meet die requironents of Article 33 PCT with regard to novelty and inventive stq). 

Furthermore, the features added by appended claims 2» 5, 13-15 relate only to features that are either known from 
D1-D3 or are typical in devices of this type and therefore they cannot be considered as contributing to patentable 
ingenuity. 

Gaims 3, 4, 6-12, 16» 17 include features which arc not disclosed in any of the documents D1-D4 and therefore 
the subject matter of these claims is new and meets the requirements of Article 33(2) PCT with regard to novelty. 

Furthermore claims 3, 4, 6-12, 16» 17 are not obvious in the light of any of the cited documwits nor are they 
disclosed in any obvious combination of them. It is also considered that it would not be obvious to a person 
skilled in the art in the light of common general knowledge either by itself or in combination with any of these 
documents. 
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